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[sign a system-of earth-orbi
ing satellites that can handle|matic and- military emergen.
the most sensitive military-lcies. NCS " requirements  in-
diplomatic traffic—and stiily
sell the sysient to the foreign
nations whoso narticipation
is vital to a worldwide space

communications network.
Comsat is the congression.-

By John P, MacKenzie
Stafl Reporter ..

A bold attempt to pool mili-

tary and civilian resources for

‘cheaper and. betier communi-

. gvcations in space has run into

|trouble over design and for-
‘eign policy.

the System’s frequencies.
Comsat has offered to de-
]sign & satellite which would

lelusive range of {requencies

t-ithe world to deal with’ aiplo.”

clude instant availability of:

jallow the NCS to use an ex--

Six months of negotiations|ally charlered, Governmente!ry. i1 traific with adjacent’
have failed to produce anlregulated firm that hopes to/raquencies in the radio spec-

operate wiih foreign partners

a globzal tel

agrcement by which the Pent-
] cphone, telegranh

ot ax}d thes pr]i]yate gom. nd television system by 1967 1an messages.
munications  Satellite Corp.|a Tvisior ) . - . i g
hoped to share a $200-million| Budget conscious Defensc’ By sharing neighboring fre-
satellite systems, reaping mil- Sceretary Rob { - el
lons in budget savings and/Namara is the presidentially|3din a cus;comfer ‘."'t“ﬁ.ts% mil-
‘commerical profits. ldesxgnatcd manager of the Na-/1lon wort  0f satellite °°1m'
:- Yesterday was the Govern-|tional Communications Sys-|funications traffic annually
*.mentestablished  deadline toltem (NCS) which merges the|While saving the NCS one
“agrce or else break off discus-| Nation's security communica-|third of the cost of launching
‘'sions. Negotiations continued , and operating a separate sys-
Past -the deadline with both| The.NCS wants to harness tem. . .
jSides farther apart than ever.jsatellites to mobile groung _ But the shared economics
At issue s whether ¢he|stations that could be quickly depend heavily on a simple,
. {Comsat ‘corporation can. de-linstalled in remote areas of|lishtweight satellite design.
' S : : . e iene|{The NCS now wants Comsat
- (to run its commereial traffic
over much lower radio fre-
quencies, preserving the up-
jber range for -national pup-
poscs, some of which are clas-
-sified.
The frequencies change

jirum carrying ordinary civil-

|tions facilities.
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ent designs-in the satellite
mechanisms that take signals
from ecarth stations, amplify
“them and beam them to dis-
. tant receiving antennas,
Comsat officials calculate
that scparate mechanisms~—a
,military  “black box” and a
©civilian “black box” inside the
same orbiting sphere—would
nearly double the satellite’s
weight and eliminate {wo
thirds of the potential ecoio.
mié¢s in launching and opera-
tion,
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ert S. Me.jducncies, Comsat proposed to:

3 &~
would require totally differ. |

v

Perhaps moagpe imporfantiy
‘the Corporation. witl some
support in the Staie Departe:
meny, thinks the nilitary-{ai-
lored design might not find.
-acceplasice among many fore
.eizn pariners. The global net.
work has BLeen billed by the
‘United States as a promising
peaceful application of outer
space.

In discussions with Zuro-
pean nauons, Comsat has held
.out the tempting possibility
hat the U.S, Government
mizht he a larger paying cus-
tomer. But there's a vast dif-
erence, according 1o one of-
!ficial, between designing, say,
an airplane that might accept
imilitary passengers- and one
that is “a bomber in front
with passenger space in the
Irear.,” .

Cross-currents from Capilol
Hill have not clarified all the
issues. The Senate Space Com-
mitice has pressed for the
’sharcd svstem while the
House Military Operations
Subcommitice s asking why
Ithe Pentagon has switched sig-
‘nals aflfer six years of fruite
iless attempts to develop a sep-
arate space system.
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